Chester City Council Meeting
September 22, 2014, 6:30 pm
Minutes
PRESENT:  Mayor Wanda Y. Stringfellow; Council Members Odell Williams, Betty Bagley, Susan Kovas, King D. Thompson, William Killian, Annie M. Reid, George Caldwell and Linda Tinker; City Administrator Sandi Worthy and Human Resources Director Carla Roof.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Pro Tempore Reid called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
PRAYER:  Councilman Thompson led in prayer.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Mayor and Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
CITIZENS FORUM:  No one present to speak. 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
Administrative Report – Mrs. Worthy informed Council that she received a letter of resignation from Judge Larry Herron.  Councilman Thompson made a motion to except the resignation as presented.  Councilwoman Tinker seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.   
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Public Safety – Fire Marshal Don Wood spoke to Council concerning the Historic Commission, Zoning, and Flood Plain compliance verified and approved.  Mr. Wood provided a flow chart for Council to review and requested Council’s approval to place the flow chart and table of Content on the city website.  Appendix 5 will have to be approved by Council.  Council commended Mr. Wood on the job well done with implementing this document.  
Recreation – No report
Economic Development – No report
CDDA – Councilwoman Bagley reminded everyone to mark their calendars for HILLarity on October 17 and 18, 2014.  
Beautification – No report
Properties – No report 
Finance – No report

COMMISSION REPORTS:  
Evergreen Cemetery – No report
Historic Preservation – No report
Planning Commission – No report
Zoning Board of Appeals – No report
Housing Authority – No report 
Recreation – No report 
Councilman Thompson made a motion to approve the Committee and Commission reports as presented.  Councilman Killian seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
NEW BUSINESS:  
Traffic Vehicle – Police Department – Major Gilmore addressed Council and informed Council that he is currently not prepared at this time and waiting on some information from the Highway Patrol and will present the information to Public Safety once the information is received.  
Budget Amendment – Mrs. Worthy informed Council that she is proposing an amendment to the current budget with increasing the millage, which will only increase the budget by 2%.  Mrs. Worthy informed Council that she has addressed this issue with all department heads and they have been very willing and helpful in cutting what they can in their departments.  Mayor had questions concerning the local options sales tax.  The incorrect credit factor that was used last year, and we estimated more than what we got. The Department of Revenue was contacted to get a revenue stream of what the city has received.  Much discussion took place concerning the proposal presented.  Increasing disposal fees by $1.00 would generate about $23,000.00.  Mayor Stringfellow stated that she does not want to raise millage.  Mayor Pro Tempore Reid indicated that we need to raise the millage but there are some projects that will bring some money into the city and do a better job in assisting us with our financial burden.  The $1.00 increase on the disposal fees would be a fair way to increase the revenue.  Recycling will help on disposal fees.  We need to get recycling back in our schools.  There are ways to save, yard waste, street lighting, etc.  We need to attach a letter to the green rollout to re-enforce the recycling.  After much discussion, Council discussed that other options be provided to Council at the next meeting.  
EXECUITIVE SESSION:  Councilwoman Tinker made a motion to go into Executive Session at 7:05 pm for discussion of a Personnel Matter – Administrative Department.  Councilwoman Kovas seconded the motion.   Councilwoman Bagley made a motion to reconvene from executive session at 7:30 pm.  Councilwoman Tinker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  While in Executive Session, Council discussed a Personnel Matter – Administrative Department.  No action was taken.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilwoman Tinker made a motion to contract with Megan Gaston as the City Attorney for the City of Chester.  Councilman Williams seconded the motion.   All in favor of the motion were Williams, Bagley, Kovas, Thompson, Caldwell, Reid and Tinker.  All opposed were Stringfellow and Killian.  Mayor Stringfellow stated that she opposed the motion because she did not feel that Ms. Gaston was the most qualified.  
With no further business, Councilwoman Tinker made a motion to adjourn at 7:40 pm.  Councilwoman Bagley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Respectfully submitted, 
Carla Roof 
