Chester City Council Meeting
December 8, 2014
Minutes

PRESENT:  Mayor Wanda Y. Stringfellow; Council Members Betty Bagley, King D. Thompson, Annie M. Reid, William Killian, George Caldwell, Linda Tinker and Susan Kovas; City Administrator Sandi Worthy; HR Director Carla Roof; City Attorney Megan Gaston.
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Stringfellow called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. 
PRAYER:  Councilwoman Kovas led in prayer.  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Mayor and Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]CITIZENS FORUM: Carlos Williams spoke to Council concerning an incident that happened at November 21, 2014.  He spoke to Council concerning an incident that happened on Crosby Street, his son was stopped and Chief Williams pulled his gun on them as well as other officers had guns pulled on them.  The Chief required them to walk backwards, cuffed and searched.  I know these officers, they know my boys and me, and I am not sure why this happened.  The Chief told them if you say yes sir one more time, I am going to lock you up.  My vehicle was searched, my information was given to the other officer and once they found out who the boys was, the officer said “oh hell”.  The chief got the boys to call me 9the father).  The Chief told me that they pulled out in front of a white Cadillac.  We thought they were fleeing and we drew guns on them.  I felt justified because they were fleeing.  He had no probable cause to search my vehicle.  Mr. Williams stated that the Chief Williams is arrogant, egoistical, police chief. City Attorney Gaston informed Mr. Williams this conversation would need to end and discussed outside of the meeting.   
John Barnett – True healing under God – I am here to highlight procedures.  These young men do not deserve this type of treatment.  The police have a fear of black young men.  These young men will never forget this event.  I ask that diversity begin immediately.  
Brenda Young Warren – I have a concern that our young men are being profiled due to the most recent events.  His car was searched; he was asked do you smoke pot?  I respect the police and I do not want to see anything else like this happen to anyone else.    
Rev. Ina Harris – Chestnut Grove Church – I was stunned, these kids were 6 years old when I became pastor of the church they belong.  These young men are very talented, they are writers and very gifted, their parents have taught them to respect.  When you see two young black males driving a Mercedes, they are being judged.  They need an apology.  These are my boys and this family is owed an apology.
  Michael Halsey – We would like to have Veterans Day Parade in the City and would like to ask for Council’s assistance for November 2015.  Council requested that Mr. Halsey work with Mrs. Worthy on this event.

Christie Thompson – My situation is some different this is gang related.  I live in the Housing Authority and every time gang activity goes on, I call the police.  I refuse to let anyone characterize my kids as gang kids.  I suggest that this Council bring activities to this city for these kids.  Stop profiling these kids, if my kid is in a gang, why am I the only one calling the police.  
Councilman Killian stated that we need to leave this matter alone, it is hurting our town.  Everybody is running up here saying this gang stuff in this town.  Somebody is going to get hurt here.  You need to leave this alone.
Mayor Stringfellow reported to Council, the Christmas in Chester was a success.  The breakfast was a great success, we done over 200 gingerbread at City Hall.  These activities are things that we provide for children that families can participate.   
Coogler Street Property Donation– the title is clear on this property and if Council would like to accept, a motion is needed. Councilwoman Tinker made a motion to accept Coogler Street Property as a donation. Councilman Killian seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
East Chester CDBG Just Compensation – Councilwoman Tinker made a motion to accept the revised amount to this project totaling $29,529.00.  Councilwoman Kovas seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Memorial for Odell Williams – Councilwoman Bagley provided an update on the bleachers for the Odell Williams fund and have contributions.  Recommended that several bleachers be installed in the S.L. Finley Center.  How many sets of bleachers is needed and what is the cost?  We need to know what we need to raise. The Mayor indicated that we still need to set a goal.  The City Administrator, Recreation Committee can meet to set guidelines, etc.  Councilwoman Tinker stated while can we not name the cannon as Odell Williams Memorial Park.  He found those cannons and he put a lot of work in getting them.  Councilman Killian stated that we need to put a picture of him in the SL Finley Center for the kids to see when they play. Mayor deferred bleachers to the City Attorney and City Administrator and Recreation Committee correlate this.  Councilwoman Bagley would like to see the bleachers put and I would like to spearhead with Mrs. Kovas.  We need to have guidelines.  
NEW BUSINESS –
Proclamation for Odell Williams – Mayor Stringfellow read and presented a proclamation to Odell Williams’ family. 
Safety Manual Modifications – Mrs. Roof provided Council with a revised copy of the City of Chester Safety Manual.  Public Safety reviewed the revised policy and is in support of approving. However, Mrs. Roof requested that Council have an opportunity to review and will be discussed at the next scheduled meeting.  
With no further business, Mayor Pro Tempore Reid made a motion to adjourn at 9 pm.  Councilwoman Tinker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carla Roof 









