Chester City Council Meeting 
Minutes
October 13, 2014
PRESENT:  Mayor Wanda Y. Stringfellow, Council Members Odell Williams, Betty Bagley, Susan Kovas, King Thompson, Annie M. Reid, William Killian and George Caldwell.  
ABSENT:  Councilwoman Linda Tinker.  
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Pro Tempore Reid called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  
PRAYER:  Councilwoman Bagley led in prayer.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
[bookmark: _GoBack]CITIZEENS FORUM:  Mr. Ronnie Green spoke to Council concerning a request received from Fire Marshal Don Wood concerning his Church located on Saluda Street.  Mr. Green informed Council that he is not doing any renovations and not changing anything, they are only upgrading, painting, etc.  Council requested that the City Administrator inform Mr. Wood that Mr. Green stated they are not changing anything. 
Finley Association, W.T. Holmes spoke to Council requesting that the bleachers be placed back in the S.L. Finley Center.  Freedom Ministry and Lutz’s Foundation, the group is up and running.  We have two groups that want to rent the building and we are requesting that the bleachers be returned to the gym.  After much discussion, Mayor Stringfellow indicated the city is using the bleachers at the stadium.  We can check our records to make sure the Lutz’s Foundation did not purchase the bleachers.  After much discussion, Mayor Stringfellow indicated that our clerk and administrator to search this and will bring back to Council later.  
ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT – No bids received for the Kitchen Electrical bid for Farmers Market and Kitchen.  No bids received.
Consider adopting the standard business license form as adopted by the MASC.  This will not replace our current business license form.  
Chief Caldwell needs to transfer funds from the Fire District account to purchase a HVAC System and needs permission to transfer funds.  This was discussed in the Public Safety Committee.  The unit will cost $8,578.00.  This item of business will be added under new business, HVAC.  
The 2014 taxes are ready to be processed and you will find the new tax credit factor in the package.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Commission Appointment – Defer to the next meeting. 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Chuck Wallen – Chester Housing Authority – Mr. Wallen provided Council with an update on the Environmental Review Process.  The City of Chester is the responsible entity of the Housing Authority so therefore you need to know what we do.  Flood maps, Historic office, dangerous chemical, will be updated.  We have formed a contract with the Catawba COG.  The study should be completed in about 30 days and will be glad to come back to you before we finalize the study.  We are just updating and we appreciate your support and everything is going great.  
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Councilman Thompson made a motion to approve the resolution as presented for $28,932.00.  Councilman Killian seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Dr. Holmes and Councilman Thompson were commended on a job well done with the five houses rehabbed.  Area Churches helped with this project.  
Proclamation – Breast Cancer – Mayor Stringfellow read the Proclamation as presented.  Councilman Thompson made a motion to approve as presented.  Councilwoman Reid seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
Ordinance Review
Annual Audit Bid – Mrs. Worthy informed Council that she would be working on preparing bid packages for audit bidding.  
HVAC unit for Fire Department – Councilman Thompson made a motion to transfer the amount of $8578.00 from the Fire District account for the purchase of a new HVAC system.  Councilman Killian seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
Councilman Williams made a motion to replace the seating or put seating back in the S.L. Finley building.  Motion dies due to a lack of a second to the motion.  Councilman Thompson stated that he did not second the motion because he wanted to give the administrator a chance to review and will bring to council.  
Mayor Pro Tempore Reid indicated for Council to review the traffic unit request that was placed in the agenda package for the next meeting. EXECUTUVE SESSION – Mayor Pro Tempore Reid made a motion to go into Executive Session at Reid at 7:10 pm, for discussion of a Contractual Matter – Administrative Department.  Councilwoman Bagley seconded the motion.  The motion carried with Councilman Caldwell opposing the motion.  
Councilman Thompson made a motion to reconvene form Executive Session at 7:30 pm.  Councilwoman Bagley seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  While in Executive Session, Council discussed a Contractual Matter in the Administrative Department.  No action was taken.
Mayor Pro Tempore Reid made a motion to adopt the permit procedures and business license form as established by MASC.  This will not replace our current license and procedures.  Councilman Thompson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
Councilwoman Bagley made a motion to accept the contract with City Attorney with Megan Gaston.  Councilwoman Kovas seconded the motion.  The motion carried with Mayor Stringfellow opposing the motion.  Mayor Stringfellow stated for the record that she opposed the motion because she did not feel that Megan Gaston was the most qualified candidate for the positon. 
With no further business, Mayor Pro Tempore made a motion to adjourn at 7:40 pm.  Councilman Thompson seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Respectfully submitted,
Carla Roof 
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